A DESCRIPTION OF WASHINGTON PARIESH, LOUISIANA

by
Borace and Julim Bond

Waghlogton Perish 1s loceted in the north-sastern tip of Louisisns,
bordering upon the State of Hississippl both upon its Hortherm and its easiern
boundaries. It is in 1ts greatest extant » portion of the "piny woods®™ arsa
extending from Virginis to Texas, slthough its southsrm part is but fifty miles
from the Gulf. In this conitinuous belt, Ulrich B. Phillips hss seid:

The pregent day prevalsnce of pines on the cosstal plainm of Virginia, and
6is0 in the Pledwont region far ard wide, has come as en unintonded segusl
of tillage; for tha foresis whlch the seitlers clearsd were mostly of herd
wood. The clearing and cropping exhmustad the shallow humms, end the land
when sbandoned wae too lesn for emy trees but pines to galn footing. If
left undisturbed by wesn these would perhaps yield sventmally to oak and
hickory agein, thelr seedlings drawing sustenance frem the pine nesdlse
homus untll their taproots reach depth and thelr laterals gein length, and
the deesy of thelr own fslling leaves enriches the surfuce to feed s massive
growth. : ‘ '

The Perigh has beem entirely seperate from the Fremch apd Spenish colo~
nizing influence which we generally assoclate with Louisisma. The Parish seat,
Franklinton, 1s tut 80 miles north of Bew Orleans, but with the sxception of @
fow Italian families of racent settlement in the western portion of the Parish,
there is bat 1lttle trace of the "Latin®” influence in the famlily nsmes or im the
customs snd rsligion of the inhsbitents. Socially and scomomically the Parish
is a portion of thst culture aree which extends in the "pinay woods" or ™wire grams
saction® of the southernm states, as descrlbad above by Ulrich Phillips.

In 1930, 52.5% of the populatiom of the parigh was compoesd of Negreoes.
The proportions hsve remslined remsrkably constent between the teo rseclal gioups
eince snte-beliua dsys. The census of 1850 reports a total of 2,307 whites, 4
free colored, and 1,087 slaves, or 3,408 population for the antirs Parish., Negroes
in 1880 ware 350.4% of the population, a proportiom which, as shown, hsa mot
markedily changed in the eighty years since that tiwme,

Composition of the Population

The Parish returned in 1830 a totel of 29,304 persons, a8 gompared to
84,164 in 1880. HKative vwhitea were 19,034, or 65.7% of the population. The
foreign born whites numbered only 248, or Q.80 of itbe population. Negroes
nuzbered 9,718, The proportion of ¥Wegroes in ths population rose from 3.6% in
1920 to 32.5% in 1930. OF the 1830 popmiation, 14,029 resided in the eity of
Bogaluss, or nearly one-haif of the entire populatlion of the county. In 1880
there were 4,751 Hegroes in Bogsaluss, and they maintuined the same genursl
relation to the white populstion 1ln point of proportion «s elsewhere in the



Parish, forming 88.9% of the population of Bogalusa. Ais for the eatire Parish,
the Regro proportion of the inhsbitents of Bogelusa has increesed from 31.6% in
1220 %o 33.9% in 198%0.

By wards the Negro population ls concemtrated im Bogelusa, snd in the
area in the north-eastern portion of the Parish bordering vpon Hississippi. By
type of soil distribution tho Nagro populsztion msy bo seen by & ward mep of the
parish Lo have ahifted generslly from the river boitoms along the Bogue Chit te
and thes Psarl River, the latter of which divides the Parisgh from Hisslssippi, to
the hill country betwesn those two streams, The trensferance of the Bagro popa-
lation is an index of the mobilifty ineldent to tho gradusl development of owner-
ship status of the Hegroes since emsneipation, snd their colonizaetion in the
cheap land sreas of ths parish where cut over timbor land became svellable for
homestesding and for purchage towsrd the close of the pest century.

The two sxplorere meskingz this report were locztad in Ward 8 of
Bashington Parigh, In tbis werd BHegross outnumber white persoms in the population
1,187 to 1,079. Tils ls trwe of no other minor sub-division in the county. Ward 8
bordering upon Tenigipehos Perish, and including for the most part territory which
is hilly end hes besm cul over for & long perled of time, hzs mt 70 Regroes in
a total populatlom of 1,680, It 1s epparant thet the Parish has, like the state
and the South as & whole, 2 white and & black beli; snd these aresas have been
remerkably oonstant since 1870 with the exception of the gradusl filtering of
Hegro ownmers into Lhe chesp lends in the Northers portion of the Periah.

The cherseter of the white population and the basic configumation of |
the relations now existing botween whltes snd Negroes cen be suggested in s
slgnificent axcarpt from the eencus of 1850, In thut yesr thers were only nilne
chmrches raported for the Parlsh, and of these five weres Baptist apd four Mstho-
dist. 4 total of 405 white famililes owmed 1,087 slaves, or 2.5 slaves per white
family. The average for the Stete =t that tlme wes 4.5 slaves per white family.

The ratio of illiterscy for the Parish in 1850, for the white population,
shows & percentsge of 11llteracy for adults over twenty of 2T#. Proportionsd to
ths entire population, the ratios of illiterscy would bs 13% for the white pepu-
lation of Washington Parish in 2850, 19% for the fres colorsd of the State, snd
less than 8 {or the white populatlon of the entire Stste. This would Imdicats
that the inder of illiteracy, like that of sleves owmed per fmally, would ahow
in Washington Parish & relatively less mdvanced, less proapsrous, less sristo-
eratic population e&s compored Lo the State al large. In sbort, the whits popu~
iation might be described as made up, characteristically, either of “poor whites®
or of the "sturdy yeomen type of small fermer” depending on the charscterization
deemed most suitable,

The illiteracy figuree for 1930 show = decided change to the advantage
of Washington Parish. In the latter year only 2.0% of the native white population
wag reported to be illlterate., Thip compares guite favoreble with the 7.3% of
white illiteracy for the emtire state. Tho Hegroes showed the comparatively
low illiteracy of 10.4% in 1830, fur below the atate percentage of £35.3. These
figurea reflsact agein a desolsive culturel difference betweenm this portion of the
state and the rest, as well a3 the mdvantage of schools superior to these gamer-
ally feund in the S8tats for both whiis and black. Thers 1z po copsidersble dusl
languaze group in the Parish, =28 ls to De found in the "French®™ pariphes to the
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west of Bew Orleans. The fsct that the parish now shows for its white population
a rete of 1llitersgy considersbly balow that for the state =t large, is 2 declded
chengae from elghly years ngo; :md in this chengs may be sesn the glow rise of the
amall farm-owning ahite to grester levels of Intelligence snd edugation when freed
from the dead hend of slmvam*_

Including the large seml-urban popalution of Bognlusa, there were §,838
famllies listed in the Perish in 1830. Of this pumber 2,815 were owper fzmllles,
and the balsace tenents. The native whites showed 4,844 families, 2,088, or nsorly
£48%y por cami baing owmer familiasg. One hundred end twenty-six forsign white
families showed a higher percentags of ownership, with 79 of thsse families olan-
sifisd ap owmaer fmmilies, or & percentege of almost ihirty percsmt. The inclusion
of Bogaluss In this serlss lowers the rabe for Regross and for whites, bul more
deeisivaly for Hegroes thwm for the former racs. OF 788 Hegro rural-farm fsmilies,
25 wars ownars, or approximately 45%, a percentsge wmsually high in rurel eoath-
ern gountiea nnd almost wmnigus when the high psreenizge of Hegroes in the populution
is concarncd. Sbme southerp counties show & parcentege of Wegro omnsr femlllies
ahove 8O psr caat, i in all casses these cownties have lsss then 5% of their
tetal population couprized of Eag,“ﬁe.s. The zural nop~Tzram Bogro families, 207 in
mumber, showed s percenisgs of omner families of 25%. ¥ith 1,390 Regro families
Bogalusa returned in 1850 a total of 280 owner families, or Z44.

The wmovemant of Regroeg from the rural-farm arses to the small haglets
and cltles, as shom Yy bhess figures, hes cut aimost ln hall the percentags of
Hagroes owning Momas. :

Size of Fenrily

Gf ponsldereble :.smn tanes in determining the nature of & communlity and
its possiblities for preserving its numbgrs in 2 degree snfficlint to inpure its per—
pstuztion 11:'» s withing is the sise of the ;m.raiﬁy- The 1950 cens s clasgiflcation for
the first time excluded from csnsus lists the loreer inclusion of suoh unils as
hotels and boarding houses se "family® unlts, thes affording & oush wore scevrate
deseri, :,u:s 1 2f this unit of femily ::argzmi;:a...icm then had previcusly been availsble,
The Jegro femilies grede themselves in plze sccording to the iype of locslily in
which it is residents Lﬁ“ typileal Negro fawily iz Bogsluse has L.47 members, as
compared %o 3.7% for the white family, of native birth, end 4.10 for the white
family of "‘mreign birth. The rurel sun-fars Hegre fsmily of the Parish shows 8 medisa
size of 2.9 membersae compered to 3.41 for matlve mhites, The rurel fsrm hegro fesi-
1ies consbitute the only group in the parish in which t,é'*:u aeproed hove the larger faml
ly units, with a medisn sise of 4,49 mesbers for the anative whites and 4,58 for the
Hegroee. It is clear that the transition of the Negroes Trom rural to urban llfe,
as represented in Washington Perish, has bosn secompanled by & successive decrease in
the size of the ! ami&y ami,t,, and by & fanily of such & small slze in en Industrial
twonn like Bogélusa thal Feglfo pupulation ecould aol eustein itsel! unleseg fed hy
migr.ﬁtim ﬁ'm rural srees. The rursl fars Janily ls vigourous, fertile, and in ad-

tiion 4o its rcgu.ar manbers | srobably vumbers ln its nidst oldsr persons who have
rem ined n the lurm, with the young a,m,z,«:irem of young wmothers apd Tathers who have
left thelr dependent vhildren on the lsrm shile advesturing in the clty.

Occupatisne

The coansus elasslfications of accupationg as glven in the 1930 recort ig



open to rumercus faults. The county lists do not permit analysis in order %o show
o wasb m:etes.inm axtent Hegroes ere ra&llymstributm in the wariouvs skilled clap-
pificationss wueh & classificetion, for exsmple, as “Auiomobiles sgancles apnd Til-
ling stations® may pive the nuwber of whites and Hegroes so employed, bub Lt gives
no glightest hlnt as to how nany of these employses are car waghers, usalesmen, or
mechanios. Ip addition, the oresence of & oity liks Bogalusa in the ftotal compila-
tlone caske ibe nighly slgpificant dirference of Hegroes in emloyment relationships
iz the amaller hamlets, and in the apen sounirye A Yinal and wore decisive lault

wi tne Denpub ..,_.,;‘Z*'uI'ﬁL, of suurse, i8 thet by the time they were published, uwnemploy-
ment hed slready outdated their anumeratims.

Appended is s ligt of oceupations for Washington Perish which ig given for
shatever good they may serve in the 1ight of these guslifications, It will be
obgerved that of 5,157 Hegro males ramrtm a8 gainfully employed in the parish in 1850
1,08&, or roughly one third, wers smployed in sgrioulturel pursuits. The next largest
clagsifioation i that of saw and planing mills, claiming 886 Hegro males, and
relleciing ithe employment of large numbere of Hegroes in the wood and Tinishing plants
found in Bogalusa. ‘rog'ethar, sgriculture and sew mills account for more then &0%
of all Regro males gainfully tamnloved, in the parish. 4An interesting conlrast {2
aiforded 1y the corrasp ﬂrﬁ,in;; figures for vi'n..,es, which show that 2f a total of nearly
ten thousand white ml.es, unly 4’:}3., ars saployed in these twoe slasslifications. This
indloates u much greater concentration of legrees in & few occupations, shile the

spread for whites ie ceorrespondingly gresters Agaln, this fact reflects the fani-
lisr diffioulties with problems of wvocationel guidance with whioh all Hegro communi-
ties and schools are Taved. '

37 1,160 Negro female workers gainfully esplayed in 1380, 684 wers listed
55 in the field of domestlc and personal servies. While more than sizty per sent of
Hegro women wers in domesbic service, only @71 of 2,180 whiie women or less then
52% were so employed. This perceutsage ie extrsmely high for white women, and reflects
spain the difference between Wasningtom Parish, and DBogslusa, and communitles snd
citiep in lass BArgi insl ereay in the Souith shere Hegro women aimoal entirsly mono-
pollss the field of domeatic gervice.

The Star Creek Community

Yonr explorers iived in the Star COreek Community, which le one of seversl
Hegro Tural commmity cemters in the norithern part of the Purish. The house occupled
by the explorere wus rented from & ¥r. Eroest Hages. It had been deseried by hiwm
for several ryesrs, snd used as an extra storage space for oess, cotton, and other
CIopde

fae Star Creek Community is apparently about thirty ;fears olds It is made
up for the most part of Regro owaers of @mell tracte running from 40 to 150 acras.
Thsss plois were surchased or weve n"'mestaa(im, end in practically all caszes the lend
yer uuon 1t at the tine of rr’imse which largely ~>aj.fi ior the cost of the land,
A1l tisber has been out olf the lﬂ...ﬂ ts with the exceptlon of an o 1opns
thicket or pine pabtsh mhich ig & part 78 ares owhod r*v* SR 20 2R, CSERaReet PRt

ugsd by the fam;.has for fuel.

The process ap ears to have beon as follows. During pericds of lumbering
setivity, the Hegroes concernsd ascunuiatad anc ugh ca dhal to 9&1‘(:31&8:’* these smell
farus af extremely low prices, with lend retalling | four to five dollare per acre.



in the decade frow 1810 to 1820 an occaslonal goed erop rear would per-
it to escare frozx his tenant statup and to move over to the Blar Oreek
cosmunity where he would purchage & PLorty.”? In this lend acguisiilon the Negroes
were aided by their white relatives; sor example, ¥r. Tomale Graves, sa sid white
setriarch im the nieghborhood, had thrae mulatto daughters., Whea these calldrenm

were warried, he sided their husbepnds Lo zecuire land, and gave then advice as to how

- 4 3
to keep bthe land.

In addl .
mit = benant

Ster Creek Fanilics

[ Ope of the most interesting festures of the Star Creek Comemmnity, end one
whalch expleinsg many of £8 economie and social remificabions, is the fact that most
of the people are descended {rom approximetely four pereant stockss in additlon to
white anessicors, it sppears thal the community, end thatl nearly cosmuritlies, grew
out of the practiss of miscegenation and the procese ol hringieg hleck wen sand women
into the families Wy outside merriages with zulatto sons and daughters. Although
thip susplclion needs weriflcation, it a ears that there ars many fewer mulstio men
in the community thsan mulatto women, giving rise to the belis? that the male mulattoss
have migrated to the alty, or elsewhere, while the mulatic women, favored by their
white fathers, heve mevriaed black tenaats who have beea helped to escape irom the
gtatus ol tenantry by the superlor Tinencisl status of thelir wivaat}

The most important familles in the Star Orsek Communitly are the Uagees and
the Bickhame. There is also a large fomily in an adjoining community, Bethel, of
Wilson's, Aeeross the creek, in the Black Juck Jomwmunity, toe Hegees sumd Bickhams
repeat thewmselves. The predominence of these fanily names guve rise, at first, to
the supposition on the part of the explorars thet here wes a hangover ‘rom the sssum
tion, during slavery snd immediately afterward, of the ferily names of the white
easters of thepe Hegroes, for the Hagpees and Blckhass awong while persons ars nuger—
oups However, ologer inveezigation revenls the fact thet the ssme plallerity le in
lerge nert a direst result of siscegenation.

= ; - - %

(These fapily proups are sxtresely largs, includiag, wiih cousins, nephews,
nieces, and grandchildren, from 30 to three hundred versons beionging to ssch of the
major family srouns mentionéd above. There has been & grest deal of intermarrisge,
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end 4o all intente snd purpopes the Wilsone sre hardly %o be dliferestisted {rom the
Hagees, or the Uageess from the Blokhums. & beglonlog in exoleining these lenlly linee
by obtaining geneslogies wes made Ly the explorers.

Organization of the Stsr Creek Community
The Commuenity is extremely close knit both in l%s familial relatlonshipa
and in its cultural and econcmic Lieg. Uptatandlng fentures of communily foel of
organisetion are as followas

lc The Sehiool

Finlikﬁ other rursl cospmnitles in which the chureh is geusrelly muprosed
“to be the certer of community life, the school is the csater of comsunity

5 sctivity at Star Creek. The bullding itsell, & three room Rosenwald
{ School, wes bullt by a remerieble exhibition of communily cooperation, and
the memory ol this fact has orested ap edditloral bond or the community.



frmedlately efter the Har, vhon the price of "nttow geve aeonomic seourldy
to the semmupity 1t hes sover gince enjoyed, ihe members of the compunity
obteined & hosenwald grant-in-sld. They then rented e ssell guw wmill,
bought some timber that wus etill standing, and cut the trees, sawed the
timber, end heuled it fo the site of the schael shers they erected the
atrugture

This community experience 1s recelled with great nride lw 21} mexbers sf the
commuaiiy. They spesk of the echool as "our school® in & sonpe that trans-
cends the ordinary use of the terms Teachers bave come and pone, bud the
menory of that united community and of ther contribution centers the 1ife of
2l in the lastitution, concelve’ aot s an edveational institution for the
children, bot &8 & ssclal product ag importent 4o the adulie s to the
FOUNZOTr Beraond.

The school thus becomes the center for all comuunily weetiugs aud actiivitiem‘a
Un each Sunday, with the exception of the Fam‘t}* Bundey, & community meeting
ig beld at the school house I1p the form of 8 sundey school. The classes are
taught by lsaderas in the comunityy. The ocosslon ie not one of grest rever-
ance, o of uncommon devouiness or relligicus fervor. The mndsy school
gimply providesz an opporfunity for the community to meet, to singy to relax,
axd to debnbe. Theaplorers at liyst wished to psriickpate in the sunday
schoal work, and the teaching of & class =as c.z_e"md & ons of them, (owever,
1% wap plein that the difference in enunclatlon, and supsrlor knwowledge of
the Bible, on the part of the explarﬁcrﬁ, served o destroy precisely the
virtue whick the sundey schosl had for the participants. Dagor dpbaters who
belore would bave arpusd violsably over & di 3wted aoint in the legson now
foll silent from Tear of reprosch, of sxpoaing ignorsnte, or from other
svarses of shynesss The explorers tried me:r.r beat to remove this seli-cone
geisusness op the part of the Beanle of the sl ty in thei? pundsy school,
angd have considered it cne of thelr major failwrs that the Teeling of ense
and fellowshlpy svidenced in other groupinge seeced {o feil shers the sundey
school wae concerned. It zl-o seems lmporitant enough Lo pote za one of the
diffionlties of the Tuplift® shich zipght not be experienced by persons of a
more truly determined snd relipglous frame of mind then the axnlorars.

L»n wridition ta the sundgy school, which is "urely reor mti onai, the school

ig the meetine slace for the Camuui*v Falr Apsoccisti ;n. o The sxplozers met
o %{mmﬂt? bady;)%.\cuu., formed of all pergons of Bubstance in the
nitv‘)ga digbinotion worth noting), at the time when it wes probably

most motive, as, the crops having been laid by, the dssogistion wae presering

‘gr ite ampual comsunity 8ir, ("."‘u: nergong Hr ,melt, in He workings of the

Fair sssocisation were slee those promloent in u‘m sundsy s hur}l, the Churech,

and the care and fosbering of aschwol sebtivities.| As & mabier of fact, such

ol the lnterest lo the %achoul® 12 aclually t;h«q Lnterest 1.;;: smbers af the
community feel in their ®school building®™ as thelr community cenber. :

-

The school proper has three irustess, b represani the eummunity ln seeting
with the ward mewber of the parish board of education and Iin vreseating
alaimg of the school upen ths bosrd, These (riostess are thrse subatantisl
men of roperdy, older man all thyes of who are above fiily years of age, and
e are among the oldest regidests in the communiiy.
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