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Dear Sir and Brothert ALBERT C. CLIFTON 

Since the mrger a t  the national level on December 5, 1955, the 
Masaachusetts State C I O  Council has repeatedly expressed i ts  readine as t o  
mrge with the trlassaohusetts Federation of Labor* T h i s  readiness on our 
part has been proclaimed i n  many ways -- a t  conventions, i n  the daily news- 
papers on mny different occasions, and from public platfarms a t  union 
meetings and even a t  gatherings sponsored by other organisations, 

When, i n  the f a l l  of 1955, it became apparent that  the AF'L and the C I O  
would merge a t  the national level, the Massachusetts State C I O  Council post- 
poned its scheduled annual convention i n  anticipation that merger a t  the 
s ta te  level  in  Massachusetts could be accomplished early. 

Shortly thereafter, ,a l e t t e r  was sent t o  the AFL asking that  the two 
groups get together f o r  the purpose of discussing merger before holding 
further ~ o m e n t i o n s ~  The AFL, hcwever, did not agree t o  meet un t i l  a f te r  
our convention of April, 1956, 

Our flrst meting with the AFL, on Mayb, 1956, was the s t a r t  of pro- 
longed merger negotiations. 

Other msetings in 1956 were held three times i n  June and once i n  July. 

I n  the  first six months of 1957, we held merger meetings in  February, 
March, April, May and July. 

Our moat recent meting8 were held Septeaer 23rd and 27th and on 
October 4th and l l th.  

During a l l  these months we have t r i ed  t o  bring about an acceptable 
agreement fo r  merger of the two organizationsr 

A t  the first meetings of the merger committee, it was agreed that no 
statements would be given t o  the newsDapers wliess such statements were 
issued jointly. It was further agreed  hat no merger converrtion would be 
held un t i l  a merger agreement acceptable t o  both sides had been negotiated, 
The C I O  has Uved up t o  these agreements. 



The National AFL-CIO had requested a .report on progress of merger by 
August 15, 1957. We have camplied d t h  this request, (A copy of our report 
i s  enclosed. ) 

As you know, it i s  expected by the National AFWIO that  merger should 
take place by December 5 ,  l957. In  the meantime, your C I O  committee has 
agreed t o  and is meeting every week with the AFL i n  an effort  t o  meet the 
December 5th date. 

We must re i tera te  that  i n  order t o  hold a merger convention by December 
Sth, %here must. be a merger agreement acceptable t o  both sides. If such an 
agreement cannot be arrived at, the entire matter w i l l  be turned over t o  the 
Ra R iona 

A t  this time, hmever -- and for the C I O  t o  continue t o  show i t s  good 
fa i th  %n these merger negotiations -- we are calling upon your organiaation 
t o  make preparations now for  the eleetion of delegates t o  a Speaial C I O  and 
Merger Convention. 

We are sending you the enclosed credentials so that  you can e lect  your 
&legates nm i n  anticipation of these conventions. We are asking you to  
e lect  d e l e s e  s now because the pressure of the and last minute negotiations 
will not enable us t o  give you the usual advance notice for  amounoement of 
the conventions. This w i l l  give you time t o  make fu l l  and adequate prepara- 
tions for  your election proceduresr 

Pending mrger agreement, there might be a variance in delegate strength 
of our organieation between our l a s t  convention and t h i s  one, buti we f ee l  
th i s  w i l l  be a minor adjustment. 

We urge you t o  e lect  your delegates now. We urge also that  you not 
only elect  your f u l l  complement of delegates, but that  you make arrangements 
t o  have them a l l  attend the conventions. It i s  a t  these conventions tha t  
the future of labor i n  Massschusettswill be decided -- therefore, it i s  
imperative that evwy local be i n  f u l l  attendance. 

u J 
J. William Belanger 
&e sident 

Salvatore UameY a 
Secretary-Treasurer 




